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Brigadier General Andrew J. Goodpaster
Staff Secretary e d
The White House

Dear Andy:
I enclose a short memorandum covering my briefing of Mr.
Truman at Independence, Missouri, on Tuesday, August 12, the day

before the President's General Assembly address.

Enclosed also is a more detailed memorandum prepared for
our files by ||} 1o 2ccompanied me, which-includes

some-interesting-items quite reveating of Mt Trummants prepared for -

ocur-files by I . c 2ccompanied me: which includes

some interesting items quite revealing of Mr. Truman's present
thinking.

Sincerely,

IR TS
Allen W, Dulles

Director
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18 August 1958

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Intelligence brisfing of Mr. Truman at Independence,
Missouri, Tuesday, 12 August 1958

Cn Tuesday morning, Auagust 12 last, after consulting with
your office and with the Secretary of State, I called Mr. Trumaan ia
Independence, Missouri, and told him that there had been important
developments in the Middle East since his briefiag on July 30, and
that if it was convenient for him, I would be glad to come to
Independence that afterncon to bring him up to date on the latest
developments. Truman expressed keen appreciation and said he
would be very giad to see me.

1 reached Mr. Truman's office at Independence about 5:00 p.m.
on Tuesday (the day before your address to the United Nations General
Assembly) and spent somewhat over an hour with him. Igave him a
full cutline of developments over the preceding two weeks, including
Khrushchev's trip to Peiping, the diplomatic correspondence with
regard to a summit and then a General Assembly meeting, the situation
in Lebanon, Jordan, Israel, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabla, Egypt, Africa
and Iran. In conclusion, X dealt briefly with the Taiwan Straits and
Chinat-Chicon: developments.,

Mr. Truman followed with keen attention, asked a serics of
questions showing that he was carefully following developments and
stressed his own negative reaction to the Soviets predilection for big
power settlement of small power problems.

I told Mr. Truman that I had a draft of the address which you
planned to deliver the next morning before the UN if he wished to glance
over it. Mr. Truman thanked me but said that he preferred to listen
to the speech when it was delivered. However, he welcomed my sug-
gestion that 1 give him a general outline of your addresa which I did,
with emphasis on the economic proposals.

IR
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I made it clear that it was your personal wish that Mr. Truman
be kept up to date as he might desire with regard to the important
international developments. Mrzr. Truman expressed keen appreciation
and general agreement with the views you were presenting to the UN.
At the end of the briefing he emphasized his deaire to be as cooperative
and helpful as "a Missouri mule" could be.

Attached for

r files is & more detailed memorandum of the
brieting prepared by NNMNNNNE - 2++ciate, who accom-
panied me.

Allen W, Dulles
Director
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HMEMORANTAM FOR THE RRECORD
SUBJECT: Intelligence Rriefing of Mr. Truman by the Director of

;ﬁ;%ralmw:tm,w, 12 August

1. The Director of Central Intelligence bhriefed Mr. Trusmn iu the
intter's private office in the Truman Librery, Independence, Kissouri,
from 4:50 to0 6:00 p.u. on Tuesday, 12 August 1958. The Director was
mcmnmmr_ Ko other persoms were present. 7This wes
the second intelligence briefing of Mr. Truman, the first baving been
given on 30 July 1958 vy [N

2. Before begimning the intelligence btriefing the Director said
that he had brought & draft of the speech which the President plammed to
vake at the UN Cenersl Assesbly on Hedneaday. The grest importance
which the President attached to the speech as & major contribution to the
solution of Mid-Eastern problems was emphasized. The Director indieated
that the speech was still being worked on and that the section dealing
with Jordan was to be expanded in consultation with the Nritish. It wes
pointed out that the speech drew attention to the similarity between the
present crisis and critical periods during Mr. Truman's administretion
and that it was the President's wish to insert Mr. Truman's oame into the

T
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General Assembly session.
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for Blg-Power settlesent of small-power prcblems. He stressed the impor-
tance of the UN as the organization eotablished to protect the small
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Sino-SBoviet relations, adding this time that he was convinced the
Russisne were afraid of the Chinese.

8. In the course of briefing on the principal developments in each
of the Middle Fastern countries, and the Moslem North African states,
the Director stressed the difficulty of the Britieh position in Jordan
and slsborated on the nexus of problems arising out of Jordan‘s plight.
M. m&thMWmtm&dmmwtmm
resources ¢ maintain en independent existence. Apropos of a reference
%0 Deputy Undersecretary Marpby's talks with Nasir, Mr. Truman sald that
he would place no more trust in NMasir than he would in a Commmunist.

9. During the concluding discussion of the Widdle Bast Mr. Truman
tapped Afghanistan on the world globe by bis desk and expressed the
opinion that Afghanistan was lost now that the Soviet Union dominates
her economically. The Director quickly qualified Mr. Truman's factual
references and took issue with the preposition that Afghanistan was lost.
ﬂmremawaluemzeafﬂwsmvhtcbm. Pfruman stressed the
relisnce which we could always place in the friendship of Pakistan and
Turkey and in whieh the Director returned to the internal problems of
the govermments of Tran and the Sudan in relstion to their desire to
paintain a pro-Western position,

10. Finally Mr. Truman asked what would come of all this; how
could this difficult and dangerous situation end? What could ve dc to
bring this ares into an age of sanity?

il. In response to Mr. Trumans question the DPirector twrned %o the
draft of the President's speech as contalning proposed ansvers and
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offered it to him to resd should bhe so desire. Insssmch as the speech

wag 8t1ll undergoing revision, Mr. Truman decided that he would wait to

read it in its Tinal form as given by the President and reported in the

press. He aignified a willingness, however, to talk sbout any proposals

contained in the speech and there followed a discussion of 1is economic

praposal. Mr. Truman said he felt sure he would be in complete sgree-

went with all the proposals but he particularly welcomed an effort to

reach an economic solution, the economic approach being in his opinion

the basic one for dealing with problems in the area. He relterated a

bellsel which he had expressed earlier that the local revenues from oll
could go & long way to solve Arab problems if only properly used by the
Arsd goveroments. As for Arab nationallsm, he sald we bave every reasson

to foster it, but not, he added, in the form of a political unity im-

posed by Egypt. He did oot believe politicel unity was what the Arabs

truly desired or really needed and this they would see for themselves if

only they would sit down calmly end gpply their extraordinary resources

to their mutual problems.

12. At the end of the briefing, Mr. Truman repested his expressions

of graditude and of desire to be as cooperstive and belpful as it was -

possible for "a Missouri mule™ to be.
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